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Trout Tips from, Spring Creek Treasure, pgs. 54-55

  

12.  Water temperature dictates when trout will feed and it should dictate when the angler will
fish.

  

13.  Water has its greatest density at 38 to 39 degrees and trout seldom hit when the water
temperature is below 40 degrees.

  

Frequently taking the water temperature tells you if it's rising or falling one degree.  Thus I take
the water temperature at least once every hour.  If the temperature is slowly rising up to 63
degrees you will want to keep fishing.  However, if the water temperature drops one degree the
trout usually quit feeding.  As you read further in the book you will understand the importance of
this information.

  

Having kept thirty-four years of water temperature data I have concluded there are three
significant water temperatures at which trout seem to feed best.  And, without fail the trout
stream temperature will frequently range between those three significant temperatures during
March, in Southwestern Wisconsin.  I have identified the three significant feeding periods as the
40 degree rise, the 45 degree rise, and the 49 degree rise.  What was most difficult was
identifying why the feeding usually picked up at 40, 45, and 49 degrees.  It took more research
and the application of science to figure that out.
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